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The Swedish National Election Study 2018: study design 
The Swedish National Election Study 2018 was conducted in collaboration between the 
Department of Political Science, University of Gothenburg and Statistics Sweden (SCB). The 
Swedish election studies have been conducted at all parliamentary elections, referendums and 
European Parliament elections since 1956.  

For the first time, the study was carried out as completely postal and web mixed mode, but with 
the same basic design: rolling long-term panels, campaign panel with pre-election and follow-up 
survey and voter validation. Respondents had the option of completing the survey by filling in a 
paper questionnaire sent by post or by completing the survey online.  

The Swedish National Election study 2018 consisted of three stages: stage A (pre-election 
survey), stage B (post-election survey) and stage C (separate post-election survey as part of the 
Comparative Study of Electoral Systems (CSES)). Stages A and B consist of two editions each. The 
CSES consists of one edition. Respondents to Stage A, the pre-election survey, were given the 
opportunity to respond to a post-election follow-up survey. 

The sample (23,398 persons in total) is representative of the Swedish population aged 18-85 and 
eligible to vote in the parliamentary election. Swedish citizens living abroad or with a protected 
identity are not included in the sample. Of the total sample, 15,398 were included in stages A and 
B. This sample is drawn jointly for both stages and is set up as a rolling two-stage panel. Half of the
sample already participated in the 2014 Election Survey and will participate again in the 2018
Election Survey. This incoming panel was added with respondents from the 2014 European
Election Survey. The other half of the sample will participate for the first time in 2018 and will be
contacted again to participate in the 2022 Election Survey. The stage C sample consists of 8000
people, is drawn separately and not part of the long-term panels.

Fieldwork for stage A, the pre-election survey, started on August 2 and ended on September 13. 
By September 10, Stage A respondents had received a short follow-up survey. Fieldwork for stage B, 
the post-election survey, started on the day after election day on September 10 and ended on 
November 6. The fieldwork for stage C, the CSES-survey, started at the same time as Stage B, on 
September 10, and was also completed on November 6. 

Administrative variables 
cun IP-number 

Unique to each respondent 

etapp Stage 

A Pre-election 
B Post-election 
C Post-election/CSES 

edition Edition 

1 Edition 1 
2 Edition 2 

etapp_edition Stage - edition

11 Pre-election – Edition 1 .  Missing – non-response 
12 Pre-election – Edition 2 
21 Post-election – Edition 1 
22 Post-election – Edition 2 
30 CSES 

webb Response method 

0 Mail .  Missing – non-response 
1 Web 
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News and politics

a1.1 
a2.1 
b1.1a 
b2.1

How many days a week do you usually read the following papers, in paper or online?

6–7 days a
week

3–5 days a
week

1–2 days a
week More seldom Never

q1a Dagens Nyheter 
q1b Svenska Dagbladet 
q1c Expressen/GT/Kvällsposten 
q1d Aftonbladet 
q1e Other:

a1.2 
a2.2 
b1.1b 
b2.2

How many days a week do you usually watch or listen to the following news programs or news 
services?

6–7 days a
week

3–5 days a
week

1–2 days a
week More seldom Never

q2a 

q2b

q2c

q2d 

tidning1_kod 
tidning2_kod, tidning3_kod 

Rapport/Aktuellt on SVT 

Ekot News Cast on the radio 

Nyheterna on TV4

Other: program_txt

a1 = Stage A, pre-election survey edition 1 
a2 = Stage A, pre-election survey edition 2 
b1 = Stage B, post-election survey edition 1 
b2 = Stage B, post-election survey edition 2
  u = follow up survey 
  c = CSES-survey

See coding scheme for 
code explanations
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Explanations of editions:
The different editions of the study are marked in the codebook as follows:

Questionnaire



a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1:-- 
b2.3

How often do you access social media content on the Internet: 

q3 I do not use the internet  
More than 
20 times 

a day 
1-20 times

a day
A few times 

a week 
More 

seldom Never 
q3a Facebook 
q3b Instagram 
q3c Twitter 
q3d

Other: 

q4 
a1:-- 
a2.3 
b1.17 
b2:--

How much do you trust the election news coverage in the media in general?

Very high 
trust 

Somewhat 
high trust 

Neither high 
nor 

low trust 
Somewhat 
low trust 

Very low
trust No opinion 

q5 
a1.3 
a2.4 
b1.2 
b2.4 
c1.1

How interested in politics are you in general?

Very 
interested 

Somewhat 
interested 

Not very 
interested 

Not interested 
at all 

q6 
a1.4 
a2.5 
b1.3 
b2.5

How much do you trust Swedish politicians in general?

Very high
trust

Somewhat high
trust

Somewhat low
trust

Very low
trust

q7 
a1.5 
a2.6 
b1:-- 
b2:--

How often do political discussions occur in your nearest surroundings – in your 
family, and among your friends and work colleagues?

Very often Fairly often Not very often Not at all

annat_socmedia_txt 
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q8 
a1.6 
a2.7 
b1:-- 
b2:--

What do you usually do when you are in a group of people and the conversation turns 
into politics? Which of the following descriptions do you think describes you the best?

I usually do not bother to listen when people start discussing politics

I may well listen, but I never take part in the discussion

It happens, but not too often, that I say what I think

I usually take part in the discussion and say what I think

q9 
a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1.4 
b2:-- 
c1.26

How satisfied are you with the way the democracy is functioning in Sweden?

Very 
satisfied 

Fairly 
satisfied 

Not particularly 
satisfied 

Not satisfied 
at all 

q10 
a1.7 
a2.8 
b1.6 
b2.7 
c3.29

According to your assessment, how good is your knowledge of politics?

Very good Quite good Not very good      Not good at all 

Parties and Leaders

a1.8 
a2.9 
b1.7 

Where would you like to place the following parties on the scale below?

-5 -4 -3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3 +4 +5

b2.8 
c1.19

q11a Centre Party
q11b Moderate Party  
q11c Left Party
q11d The Liberals 
q11e Social Democrats 
q11f Green Party
q11g Christian Democrats 
q11h Sweden Democrats 
q11i Feminist initative

Strongly 
dislike

Strongly 
like

 Neither like
nor dislike 
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a1:-- 
a2.10 
b1.8 
b2.9 
c1.20

Where on the same scale would you like to place the following party leaders?: (In the CSES-
survey the scale is from 0–10) 

-5 -4 -3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3 +4 +5
q12a Annie Lööf 
q12b Ulf Kristersson 
q12c Jonas Sjöstedt 
q12d Jan Björklund 
q12e Stefan Löfven 
q12f Gustav Fridolin 
q12g Isabella Lövin 
q12h Ebba Busch Thor 
q12i Jimmie Åkesson 
q12j Gudrun Schyman 

a1:-- 
a2.11 
b1:-- 

Below are a number of descriptions that could be used to describe the party leaders. How 
appropriate do you think that each of them describes Stefan Löfven and Ulf Kristersson?
(We will only ask about the leaders for the Social Democrats and the Moderate Party)

Very 
appropriate 

Fairly 
appropriate 

Not very 
appropriate 

Not appropriate 
at all 

Very 
appropriate 

Fairly 
appropriate 

Not very 
appropriate 

Not appropriate 
at all 

b2:--

Stefan Löfven: 
q13a Trustworthy 
q13b Inspiring
q13c Knowledgeable 
q13d Likeable 
q13e Knows what ordinary people think 
q13f Speaks in a way that ordinary people  
            understand 
q13g Strong leader

Ulf Kristersson: 
q13h Trustworthy 
q13i Inspiring 
q13j Knowledgeable 
q13k Likeable 
q13l Knows what ordinary people think 
q13m Speaks in a way that ordinary people  

 understand 
q13n Strong leader

Strongly 
dislike 

Strongly 
like 

Neither like
nor dislike
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Election 2018

a1.9 
a2.12 
b1.9 
b2.10

A: Are there any issues that are important to you when it comes to choosing which party to vote for 
in the parliamentary election on the 9th of September? Which issues? State three issues at most. 
B: Were there any issues that were important to you when it comes to which party you chose to 
vote for in the parliamentary election on the 9th of September? Which issues? State three issues at 
most.

q15 
a1.10 
a2:-- 
b1.5 
b2.6

How much difference do you think there is, in general, between the parties in the parliament 
when it comes to their political positions?

Very big 
difference 

Fairly big 
difference 

Not very big 
difference

No difference 
at all 

q16 
a1.11 
a2.13 
b1.10 
b2.11

A: How important do you think this year’s election is? Do you care much about which parties 
win or lose, or do you not think that it matters?
B: How important do you think this year’s election was? Did you care much about which 
parties won or lost, or do you not think that it matters?

I care a lot about which parties win or lose 

I do not really think that it matters very much

viktigfraga1_kod 
viktigfraga2_kod 
viktigfraga3_kod 

vf18: Democracy/rights 400-426, 455
vf18a: Gender equality, 402, 423
vf19: Integration/immigration, 430-438, 451, 545
vf20: Religion, 452, 453
vf20a: Religion, 450-456
vf21: Media, 460-462
vf22: Business, 490-501
vf23: Governance/politics 4-7, 456, 510-526, 528-554, 
618-620, 637-639
vf24: Swedish foreign policy, 560-567
vf25: EU, international issues, 580-598, 660-683
vf25a: EU, 660-683
vf26: Morality/ethics, 690-701
vf26b: Morality/ethics/religion, 690-701, 450-456
vf27: Ideology, 710-732
vf28: Left-right ideology, 75, 76, 711-713, 720, 721, 728,
729, 422
vf29: Peace/international issues/defence, 560-567

Variables based on the codes for importat issue, see coding scheme:

0 = not mentioned issue
1 = mentioned issue
. = missing
.i = missing - did not vote (according to register)

vf1: Economy, codes 10-23 in coding scheme
vf2: Taxes, 30-42
vf3: Labor market, 50-61
vf3a: Labor market, employment, 51-52
vf4: Public sector/services/municipality/region, 70-78, 610-617, 621, 
630-635, 640, 642
vf4a: Public sector, only: cutbacks, privatization, 75, 76, 78
vf5: Healthcare and dental care, 90-105, 110-123
vf5a: Healthcare, 90-111
vf6: Elderly care and pensions, 130-136, 140-146
vf6a: Pensions, 140-146
vf7: Social issues, 1-3, 150-151, 160-167, 170-184, 190-193
vf7a: Social issues, welfare, security, 1-3, 170-184
vf7b: Social issues, 160-167
vf7c: Social issues, only: begging, 184
vf7d: Welfare/health care, 1-3. 90-111, 150-184, 75, 76
vf8: Family policy, 200-211, 250-251
vf9: Education, 220-234
vf10: Culture/leisure/sport, 240-244
vf11: Housing/building issues, 260-271
vf12: Infrastructure, 290-307
vf13: Demographic issues, 6, 310-316, 622, 636, 641
vf14: Agriculture/natural resources issues, 317-326
vf15: Environment/energy, 330-339, 350-355
vf15a: Energy, 350-355
vf15b: Environment, 330-339
vf16: Law  & order, 370-385
vf17: System abuse, 390-397, 527

See coding scheme for 
code explanations
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q17a 
a1.12a 
a2.14a 
b1:-- 
b2:--

Do you intend to vote in this year’s parliamentary election?

q17b. a1.12b; a2.14b; b1:--; b2:--  
Which party do you intend to vote for/ have you voted for in 
the parliamentary election?

 Yes, I intend to vote
 Yes, I have already voted 

 No
 Not decided/Do not know 
Do not want to answer

Christian Democrats (KD)

Green Party (MP)  

Sweden Democrats (SD)  

Feminist initiative (FI)

Left Party (V)  
Social Democrats (S)
Centre Party (C)  
The Liberals (L)  
Moderate Party (M)

 Other party (State which):

Blank
Have not decided / Do not know 
Do not want to answer 

q17c 
a1.12c 
a2.14c 
b1:-- 
b2:--

If you were to vote in the parliamentary election , which party would you vote for? 

V S C L M KD MP SD FI 

 Other party (State which): 
Blank
Have not decided / Do not know
Do not want to answer

q18a 
a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1.11a 
b2.12a 
c1.12a 

Did you vote in the parliamentary election this year? 

 Yes q18b a1:--; a2:--;b1.11b: b2.12b; c1.12b 
Which party did you vote for?

 No 
 Do not want to answer 

Christian Democrats (KD) 
Green Party (MP) 
Sweden Democrats (SD) 
Feminist initiative (FI)

Left Party (V)  
Social Democrats (S)  
Centre Party (C)  
The Liberals (L)  
Moderate Party (M) 

Other party (State which): 

 Blank
 Do not want to answer

annparti_ra_b_txt 

annparti_ra_c_txt 

annparti_pvr_txt 
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a1:-- 
a2.15 
b1.16 
b2.-- 

A: Which party or parties do you consider to vote for in the parliamentary election?
B: Before this year’s parliamentary election, were there any additional party or parties that you 
considered voting for? Mark all parties you consider voting for. 

q19a q19b q19c q19d q19e q19f q19g q19h q19i q19j

V S C L M KD MP SD FI 

 Other party (state which):  
q19k  
q19l 

q19o 

q19m 

q19n 

I consider to vote blank
I consider to not vote at all
I did not vote in this year’s parliamentary election (Only stage B) 
Do not know
Do not want to answer

q20 
a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1.12 
b2.13 

How sure were you of your choice of party in the parliamentary election?

Very 
sure 

Fairly 
sure 

Neither sure 
nor unsure 

Fairly 
unsure 

Very 
unsure 

Did not vote 
in the 

parliamentary 
election 

q21 
a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1.13 
b2.14 
c3.15 

When did you decide which party you would like to vote for in this year’s parliamentary election? 

I decided during the last week before the election day 

I decided earlier, during the fall or summer 

I knew all along how I were to vote 

I did not vote in this year’s parliamentary election

q22 
a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1.14 
b2.15 
c3.16 

Did you vote early in this year’s parliamentary election? If you did vote early, did you do it during 
the last week before the election or did you vote even earlier during the election campaign?

Yes, I voted early during the last week before the election day 

Yes, I voted early even earlier during the election campaign 

No, I voted in a polling station on the election day 

No, I did not vote in this year’s parliamentary election

annparti_over_txt 
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a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1.15 
b2.16 
c3.13 

It is possible to preference vote by putting a cross for one of the candidates on the ballot. Did 
you use the opportunity to preference vote in the parliamentary election?

q23a Yes 

No 

I did not vote in this year’s parliamentary election 

c3.14
If you preference voted, do you remember the name of the person that you put a cross for in the 
parliamentary election?

Name: 

a1.13 
a2.16 
b1:-- 
b2.17 
b2.18

How important are the following reasons for your choice of party?

Absolutely 
one of the 

most 
important 
reasons

A fairly 
important 
reason 

Not a 
particularly 
important 
reason 

Not an 
important 
reason at 

all
q24a The party’s policy is beneficial for me personally 
q24b The party has a good leader 
q24c I feel like a supporter of the party
q24d

q24e

The party has good policies on many of the issues that have  
recently been featured in the public debate
The party has competent representatives who can run the country 

q24f The party has a good political ideology 
q24g
q24h

q24i

q24j

I always vote for the party

The party has good parliamentary candidates in my constituency 

The party has done a good job in politics in recent years

The party has a good program for the future
q24k

q24l

q24m

The party is needed to form my favorite government after the 
election
The party is a large party and has therefore a better 
possibility than a smaller party to implement its policies
The party is a small party that runs the risk of falling below 
the 4 percent threshold

q24n    People in my nearest surrounding sympathize with the party 
q24o The party is the least bad alternative
q24p The party has been convincing during the election campaign

A1: A, B, C, D, G, I, J 
A2: A-O  
B1: -- 
B2: A-P

personval_kod See coding scheme for 
code explanations
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Two questions for you who did not vote for any party 
in the parliamentary election

q25 
a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1.18 
b2.19 

Which party would you have voted for if you had voted in the parliamentary election?

V S C L M KD MP SD FI 

 Other party (State which): 
Blank 

Do not know 

Do not want to answer 

a1:-- 
a2:-- 

How important were the following reasons to your choice to not vote/vote blank in the 
parliamentary election?

b1.19 
b2.20 

q26a Not interested in politics
q26b Not enough insight in what the parliamentary 
            election is about
q26c Lack trust in politicians 
q26d Small differences between the parties
q26e No party represents my views
q26f Do not agree with the party I like the most in 
             important political questions 
q26g My vote does not matter
q26h The issue of government was already settled

q26i 
q26j 

Busy/away/sick/accident

Lack trust in the vote counting 

annparti_ejrost_txt 

Absolutely 
one of the 

most 
important 
reasons

A fairly 
important 
reason 

Not a 
particularly 
important 
reason 

Not an 
important 
reason at 

all
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Election 2014
q27a 
a1.14a 
a2.17a 
b1.20a 
b2.21a 
c1.17a

Did you vote in the 2014 parliamentary election?

q27b. a1.14b; a2.17b; b1.20b; b2.21b; c1.17b
Which party did you vote for in the 2014 parliamentary 
election?

 Yes 

 No
 Do not remember
 Not eligible to vote in 2014  

Christian Democrats 

Green Party 

Sweden Democrats 

Feminist initiative

Left Party
Social Democrats
Centre Party
The Liberals
Moderate Party

Other party (state which):

 Blank  

 Do not remember  

 Do not want to answer

a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1.21 
b2.22

If you chose to vote for different parties in the parliamentary elections 2014 and 2018: What 
made you vote differently in this year’s parliamentary election compared to the parliamentary 
election 2014? State three reasons at most.

q29 
a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1.22 
b2:-- 

If you chose to vote for different parties in the parliamentary elections 2014 and 2018: 
Approximately when during the mandate did you choose to change party? 

Directly after the election in 2014 

During 2015 

During 2016 

During 2017 

During the spring of 2018 

During the summer of 2018 

During the election campaign in 2018 

The days before the election day on the 9th of September 

Do not remember

annparti_2014_txt 

partibyte1_kod 
partibyte2_kod 
partibyte3_kod 

See coding scheme for 
code explanations
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Municipal- and County Council-/Regional elections 2018

q30a 
a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1.23a 
b2.29a

Which party did you vote for in this 
year’s Municipal Council election?

q30b 
a1:-- 
a2:--
b1.23b 
b2.29b 

Which party did you vote for in this year’s 
County Council-/Regional election?

Left Party 
Social Democrats 
Centre Party 
The Liberals 
Moderate Party 
Christian Democrats 
Green Party 
Sweden Democrats   
Feminist Initiativ
Other party (state which):

Left Party 
Social Democrats 
Centre Party 
The Liberals 
Moderate Party 
Christian Democrats 
Green Party 
Sweden Democrats   
Feminist Initiative 
Other party (state which):

Voted blank
Did not vote 
Do not want to answer

Voted blank
Did not vote 
Do not want to answer

a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1.24 
b2.30 

If you chose to vote for different parties in the parliamentary election and the municipal 
council election: What made you vote for different parties in this year’s parliamentary 
election compared to the municipal council election? State three reasons at most.

a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1.25 
b2.31 

How important were the following reasons for your choice of party in the municipal 
council election? 

Absolutely 
one of the 

most 
important 
reasons 

A fairly 
important 
reason 

Not a 
particularly 
important 
reason 

Not at all an 
important 
reason 

q32a 

q32b

The party has good policies on many of the issues that have
  recently been featured in the public debate in the municipality 

The party has competent candidates who can manage the 
   politics of the municipality 

q32c I always vote for the party in the municipal council election 
q32d The party has good candidates on the ballot in my municipality

q32e The party has done a good job in municipal politics in
  recent years 

q32f The party has a good program for the future in my municipality 

q32g People in my nearest surrounding sympathize with the party
  in the municipal council election 

q32h The party is the least bad alternative in the municipal 
             council election 

annparti_pvk_txt annparti_pvl_txt 

rostdelning1_kod 
rostdelning2_kod 
rostdelning3_kod 

See coding scheme for 
code explanations
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The parliamentary term 2014–2018 
q33 
a1.15 
a2.18 
b1:-- 
b2.37 
c1.9

How do you think that the Social Democrats and the Green Party have performed as governing 
parties since the 2014 election?

-5 -4 -3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3 +4 +5

q34 
a1.16 
a2:-- 
b1:-- 
b2:--

How do you think that the four Alliance parties, i.e., the Centre Party, The Liberals, the 
Moderate Party and the Christian Democrats have performed as opposition parties since the 
2014 election?

-5 -4 -3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3 +4 +5

q35 
a1.17 
a2:-- 
b1:-- 
b2:--

How do you think that the Sweden Democrats has performed as opposition party since the 
2014 election? 

-5 -4 -3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3 +4 +5

a1.18 
a2:-- 

If you compare with the specific time of the election 2014: What is your opinion on the 
development of the following areas? Has it become better or worse?

-5 -4 -3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3 +4 +5

b1:-- 
b2:--

q36a Employment
q36b The Swedish economy 
q36c Health care

q36d School and education 
q36e Law enforcement 
q36f Immigration 

Neither better
  nor worse

Much 
better 

Much 
worse

 
 Well Poorly 

 Well Poorly 

 Neither well 
nor poorly 

 
 Well Poorly 

 Neither well 
nor poorly 

 Neither well 
nor poorly 
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a1.19 
a2:-- 

To what extent do you think that the development since the election in 2014 of the following 
areas depends on the policies of the government, or on other factors?

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

b1:-- 
b2:-- 

q37a Employment
q37b The Swedish economy
q37c Health care
q37d School and education 
q37e Law enforcement
q37f Immigration

q38 
a1.20 
a2:-- 
b1:-- 
b2:-- 

To what extent do you think that the government (the Social Democrats and the Green Party) 
has fulfilled its election promises since the 2014 election?

-5 -4 -3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3 +4 +5

a1.21 
a2:-- 

Before the 2014 election, the Social Democrats gave the following election promises. Do you 
think that these promises have been fulfilled, partly fulfilled or not fulfilled?

Fulfilled 
Partly 
fulfilled 

Not 
fulfilled No opinion 

b1:-- 
b2:-- 

q39a Lowered pension tax
q39b Compulsory high school for everyone up to 18 years old 
q39c Raised child allowance
q39d Raised cap in the unemployment benefit
q39e Revoked RUT-deduction for tutoring
q39f Raised sickness benefit to 80 percent for the whole

  sickness period
q39g One extra month earmarked in parental allowance for

  each parent

q39h Compulsory nursery class for six-year-olds

 Depends entirely 
on the policies of 
the government

Depends entirely 
on other factors

To a very 
small extent  

 To a very 
large extent 

 To neither a 
large nor small 

extent 
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The government

a1:-- 
a2.19 
b1:-- 
b2:-- 

Which party or parties would you prefer to have in the government after this year’s election? 
Mark all parties that you would like to have in the government.

q40a q40b q40c q40d q40e q40f q40g q40h q40i q40j q40k 

V S C L M KD MP SD FI 
Other 
party 

No 
opinion

a1:-- 
a2.20 
b1:-- 
b2:-- 

Who would you prefer as prime minister in the government after the election?

Prime minister: 

q42
a1:-- 
a2.21 
b1:-- 
b2:-- 

Do you think that the Alliance (C, L, KD, M) or the Red-green (V, S, MP) will get the most votes 
in the parliamentary election the 9th of September?

I think that the Alliance will get more votes than the Red-green

I think that the Red-green will get more votes than the Alliance

Do not know

q43 
a1:-- 
a2.22 
b1:-- 
b2:-- 

How large percentage of the votes do you think that the Sweden Democrats will get in this year’s 
parliamentary election? 

I think that the Sweden Democrats will get     percent of the votes 

a1:-- 
a2.23 

Do you think the following parties will get at least 4 percent in the election, and thus be 
represented in parliament?

Yes No 

b1:-- 
b2:-- 

q44a Left Party
q44b Christian Democrats 
q44c Green party 
q44d The Liberals  
q44e Feminist initiative

annparti_reg_txt

statsmin_kod See coding scheme for 
code explanations
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Partisanship 
q45a 
a1.22a 
a2.26a 
b1.30a 
b2.39a 

Many see themselves as a supporter of a specific party. But there are also many who do not 
have such an attitude to any of the parties. Do you usually consider yourself a supporter of a 
party? 

q45b a1.22b; a26b; b1.30b; b2.39b   
Which party do you like the best?  Yes 

 No

  Do not know/undecided

Christian Democrats (KD) 
Green Party (MP)  
Sweden Democrats (SD)  
Feminist initiative (FI)  
Other party (state which): 

Left Party (V) 
Social democrats (S) 
Centre Party (C)  
The Liberals (L)  
Moderate Party (M) 

 Do not know 

q45C a1.22c; a26c; b1.30c; b2.39c  
Some are strongly convinced supporters of their party. 
Others are not so strongly convinced. Are you one of the 
strongly convinced supporters of your party?

Yes, strongly convinced 

No, not strongly convinced 

q45d a1.22d; a26d; b1.30d, b2.39d   
Still, is there any party that you consider yourself closer to 
than any of the other parties?

Christian Democrats   
Green Party  
Sweden Democrats   
Feminist intiative 

Other party (state which): 

Left Party 
Social Democrats 
Centre Party   
The Liberals 
Moderate Party

 Do not know 

q46 
a1.23 
a2:-- 
b1.31 
b2:-- 

Which party do you like the second best?

V S C L M KD MP SD FI 

Other party (state which): 
Do not know
No party

annparti_pa_b_txt 

annparti_pa_d_txt 

annparti_nastbast_txt 
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q47 
a1:-- 
a2.27 
b1:-- 
b2.40 

Which party do you like the least? 

V S C L M KD MP SD FI 

Other party (state which): 
Do not know 
No party

q48 
a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1.33 
b2:--
c3.25 

Is there any party that you would never vote for? 

V S C L M KD MP SD FI 

 Other party (State which):  
No  
Do not know 

q49 
a1.24 
a2.28 
b1.32 
b2.41 
c3.24 

Are you a member of a political party or any other political organization? 

Yes (state which): 

No

q50 
a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1:-- 
b2.42 

Would you consider to take a political assignment for the party you sympathize with? 

Yes, 
absolutely 

I do not sympathize 
with any party 

partimedl_kod 

annparti_samst_txt 

annparti_aldrig_txt 

Yes, 
probably

No, 
probably not

No, 
absolutely not

See coding scheme for 
code explanations
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The election campaign

a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1:--
b2.23 

Before the election this year:

Yes, several
times 

Yes, a 
few times No 

Q51a Did you read any election brochure or similar publications
   from any party? 

Q51b Did you visit any of the parties’ websites? 
Q51c Did you attend any election meeting or other event 

   organised by a party? 
Q51d Did you get a personal visit to your home by any party?
Q51e Where you telephoned by any party? 
Q51f Were you in personal contact with any election worker at

   your workplace? 
Q51g Did you see any of the parties’ advertisements on TV? 
Q51h Did you read any opinion-poll results?
Q51i Did you read any parties’ election manifesto?

a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1:--
b2.24 
c3.28

And before the election this year:

times 
Yes, a

few times No 

Q52a Did you try to convince any member of your family, friend
             or other person to vote for a particular party?
Q52b Did any member of your family or someone else in your

   immediate surrounding try to convince you to vote for a 
 particular party?

q53a 
a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1:-- 
b2.25a

Before the election this year, did you any of the voting advice tests/political compass that 
different media had on their websites, where you could test which party’s point of view you 
were closest to?

q53B. b2.25b 
Did the results of the test play any role in how you 
voted in this year's parliamentary elections?

No, did no voter advice test 
Yes, a few
Yes, several

Yes, it made a big difference 
Yes, it made some difference 
No, it made no difference 

Yes, several
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a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1:-- 
b2.26 

During this year's election campaign, have you followed on the internet someone or something 
of the following:

q54 I do not use the internet 

No 
Yes, on 

Facebook 
Yes, on 
Twitter 

Yes, on 
Instagram 

Yes, on 
blog 

Yes, in 
another 

social media 

q54aa q54ab q54ac q54ad q54ae q54af

q54ba q54bb q54bc q54bd q54be q54bf

q54ca q54cb q54cc q54cd q54ce q54cf

Some individual politicians

Some individual party

Some individual journalist

Some individual news service q54da q54db q54dc q54dd q54de q54df

a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1:-- 

How often have you done the following on the internet in connection with this year's election 
campaign: 

Daily, 
several 
times 

Daily, 
some 
time 

5–6 
days a 
week 

3–4 
days a 
week 

1–2 
days a 
week 

More
seldom

b2.27 

  through social media such as Facebook, 
 Twitter or Instagram?

q55d Seen any advertisements or movie clips 
 from parties? 

q55e Posted response on a post, for example, 
       like or heart?

q55f Shared political information to friends in 
 your network? 

q55g Written about politics, parties, politicians or 
  the election? 

q55h Commented on political issues or politicians
 in the comments field? 

q55a Discussed politics with friends and 
             acquaintances?
q55b Received news about politics? 
q55c Received any information from the parties 

Never
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a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1:-- 
b2.28

Before the election this year, the parties brought up different issues that they thought were 
important. Could you say which issues the different parties particularly emphasized in this 
year’s election? State three issues at most for each party.

Ja, såg hela partiledardebatten

The Liberals:

Moderate Party:

Centre Party:

Left Party:

Green Party:

Christian Democrats:

Sweden Democrats:

Feminist initiative:

tonvikt_s1_kod, tonvikt_s2_kod, tonvikt_s3_kod 

tonvikt_l1_kod, tonvikt_l2_kod, tonvikt_l3_kod 

tonvikt_m1_kod, tonvikt_m2_kod, tonvikt_m3_kod 

tonvikt_c1_kod, tonvikt_c2_kod, tonvikt_c3_kod 

tonvikt_v1_kod, tonvikt_v2_kod, tonvikt_v3_kod

tonvikt_mp1_kod, tonvikt_mp2_kod, tonvikt_mp3_kod 

tonvikt_kd1_kod, tonvikt_kd2_kod, tonvikt_kd3_kod 

tonvikt_sd_kod, tonvikt_sd2_kod, tonvikt_sd3_kod

tonvikt_fi1_kod, tonvikt_fi2_kod, tonvikt_fi3_kod 

See coding scheme for 
code explanations

Social Democrats:

Party-variables: respondent mentioned any issue which the party emphasized:

0 = Did not mention any issue
1 = Mentioned any issue
 . = missing

tonvikt_c  
tonvikt_fi  
tonvikt_kd
tonvikt_l
tonvikt_m
tonvikt_mp
tonvikt_s
tonvikt_sd
tonvikt_v

Party/issue-variables: respondent mentioned a specific issue which the party emphasized:
Categories based on the codes for importat issue, see page 6.

tonvikt_c_vf1-vf29  
tonvikt_fi_vf1-vf29  
tonvikt_kd_vf1-vf29
tonvikt_l_vf1-vf29
tonvikt_m_vf1-vf29
tonvikt_mp_vf1-vf29
tonvikt_s_vf1-vf29
tonvikt_sd_vf1-vf29
tonvikt_v_vf1-vf29

0 = Did not mention isse
1 = Mentioned issue
. = missing

21



Values and ideology 

a1.25 
a2.29 
b1.26 

In politics people sometimes refer to left and right. Where do you place the parties on a 
scale from 0 to 10, where 0 means left and 10 means right?

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

b2.32 
c1.21

q57a The Liberals (L) 
q57b Social Democrats (S) 
q57c Moderate Party (M) 
q57d Left Party (V) 
q57e Centre Party (C) 
q57f Green Party (MP) 
q57g Christian Democrats (KD) 
q57h Sweden Democrats (SD) 
q57i Feminist initiative (FI) 

q58 
a1.26 
a2.30 
b1.27 
b2.33 
c1.22

Where on the scale do you place yourself? 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Left Right 

Neither left 
nor right
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a1:-- 
a2.33 

On the scale below, we would like you to place the following parties according to your 
perception of their approach on how many refugees Sweden should accept.

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

b1.28 
b2:-- 

q59a The Liberals (L)
q59b Social Democrats (S)
q59c Moderate Party (M)
q59d Left Party (V) 
q59e Centre Party (C)
q59f Green Party (MP) 
q59g Christian Democrats (KD) 
q59h Sweden Democrats (SD) 
q59i

q60 
a1:-- 
a2.34 
b1.29 
b2:-- 

Feminist initiative (FI)

Where on the scale do you place yourself? 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1.37 
b2:--

What is your opinion on the following statements? Do you agree with the statement or do 
you disagree?

Entirely 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Entirely 
 disagree 

q61a The leading banks and the industry have too much 
  influence, if the society lack opportunity to    
 control private enterprises.

q61b It has gone so far with social reforms in this country 
  that the state rather should lower than increase  
  benefits and supports to the citizens in the future 

We should be more 
restrictive on how 
many refugees we 

accept into Sweden

We should be more 
generous on how 
many refugees we 

accept into Sweden
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a1.27 
a2:-- 
b1:-- 
b2.38

We have put together a couple of different opinions you sometimes hear people are having. 
Some of them are quite critical. Do you agree or disagree with these opinions?

Somewhat 
agree 

q62a The parties are only interested in people’s votes, not 
 in what they think 

q62b

q62c

q62d

The decision makers in the Parliament do not pay much
  attention to the thoughts and views of ordinary people 

Political issues
q63 
a1:--
a2.31 
b1.36 
b2:--

There are varying views about nuclear power as an energy source. What is your opinion? Are 
you, on the whole in favor, or against nuclear power, or do you not have any definite opinion 
on the issue?

On the whole in favor of nuclear power
On the whole against nuclear power
No definite opinion on the issue 

q64 
a1:-- 
a2:25 
b1.35 
b2:-- 
c3.33

Generally speaking, what is your attitude towards the EU?

Very 
positive No opinion

There is at least one party that always tries to protect 
 my interests

You can never trust any of the parties to keep their
 election promises

Fairly 
positive 

Neither 
positive nor 

negative
Fairly 

negative 
Very 

negative 

Entirely 
agree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Entirely 
disagree 
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a1.28 
a2.24 
a2.32 
b1.34 
b1.38 
b2.34 
b2.35 
c3.31 
c3.32 

Which is your opinion on the following proposals?

A1 A2 B1 B2 CSES 

24A 34A 

28G 24B 34B 32C 

24C 34C 

24D 34D 34A 31A 

35A 

28A 24E 34E 34B 31B 

28F 24F 34F 34C 31C 

35B 

q65a Reduce the public sector
q65b Reduce the defence expenditure
q65c Lower social benefits
q65d Lower the taxes  
q65e Sell off state owned businesses and utilities to private buyers
q65f Reduce the income differences in society 
q65g Increase the proportion of health care services run by private 
             interest 
q65h Reduce state control over private business 
q65i Sweden should abolish nuclear power in the long run 32H 38A 

q65j Profiting should not be allowed within tax-financed 
  healthcare, education nor social services 

28D 32A 38B 34F 32A 

q65k Increase the severity of prison sentences for criminals 28B 24H 34I 34D 31D 

q65l Raise the unemployment allowance 32B 38C 32B 

32C 38D 34H 

32D 38E 

24G 34G 

35D 

32E 38F 34I 32G 

24M 38H 

24O 38J 

24N 38I 

24P 38K 

38L 

38M 

35C 

34H 

35E 

35F 

28C 24I 34J 34E 31E 

24L 38G 32D 

35G 

32J 

28I 

28J 

q65m Abolish the tax deduction for domestic and domestic-related services

q65n Reserve a larger share of the parental leave for the fathers
q65o Introduce a six-hour working day for all gainfully employed

q65p Introduce mandatory gender quotas high executive positions 
q65q Raise fuel taxes  
q65r Raise the tax on air travels
q65s Stop the driving of private vehicles in the city center
q65t Raise the financial support to rural areas 
q65u Raise the pension age
q65v Introduce grades earlier in schools

q65w Introduce a universal basic income for all adult citizens

q65x    Make Sweden a republic
q65y Restrict the right to free abortion
q65z Prohibit all forms of pornography
q65aa Legalize cannabis
q65ab Accept fewer refugees into Sweden  

q65ac Introduce a begging ban
q65ad Introduce language test in order to become a Swedish citizen 
q65ae Increase labour immigration to Sweden

q65af Impose an opportunity for internet voting in public elections 

q65ag  Lower the four percent electoral threshold to Parliament

q65ah Lower the voting age to 16 years 28K 

Response alternatives 
1. Very good proposal
2. Somewhat good proposal
3. Neither good nor bad proposal
4. Somewhat bad proposal
5. Very bad proposal

 in the state and municipality 
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A1 A2 B1 B2 CSES 

28L 

28E 32F 38N 34J 32E 

28H 24J 34K 34G 

32G 38O 34K 32F 

32I 38P 

24K 34L 

32H 

24Q 

q65ai Increase the feature of candidate voting in public elections 
q65aj Sweden should apply for membership in NATO 
q65ak Sweden should leave the EU 
q65al Sweden should adopt the Euro as currency
q65am Sweden should advocate for more free trade in the world 
q65an Reduce Swedish aid to the developing countries
q65ao  Increase financial support to immigrants so they can preserve their 

q65ap Finance the construction of high speed trains by loans

24R 

Future societies

a1.29 
a2.39 
b1.40 
b2:-- 
c3.34

Below is a list with proposals of different kinds of societies some people think we should aim 
for in the future in Sweden. What do you think about these proposals?

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
q66a Aim for a society with more private enterprise

 and market economy

Very bad 
proposal 

Neither 
good nor

bad proposal 
 Very good
proposal 

A1: C, H, J, K, L 
A2: A-F, H-L 
B1: A-M 
B2: -- 
C3: C, H, K-M 

q65aq Lower the taxes for pensioners to the same level as for the employed

own culture

q66b Aim for a socialist society
q66c Aim for an environmentally friendly society even 

 if it means lowered material standard of living
          Aim for a society where Christian values plays a 
             greater role

Aim for a society with more law and order

q66d

q66e

q66f Aim for a society that protects traditional 

q66g

   Swedish values
 Aim for a society where the position of the 

Aim for a multicultural society with a great 
  tolerance towards people from other countries   
  with other religions and ways of life
Aim for a society with more solidarity and 
  equality
Aim for a society with more emphasis on 
  internationalism and less emphasis on 
  borders between peoples and countries

q66i

Aim for a society where the rights of homo-, bi- 
  and transsexuals are strengthened
Aim for a society where power is reallocated from 
  men as a group to women as a group

Aim for a society where civic organizations 
  and voluntary actions pay a greater role

family is strengthened

q66l

q66k

q66j

q66m

q66h
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Parties with good and bad policy

a1.30 
a2.38 
b1.39 
b2:--

Which parties do you think have a good policy and which parties do you think have a 
bad policy on the following areas? 

Party/parties with 
a good policy

Party/parties with 
a bad policy

a1.30 
a2.38 
b1.39 

– 

a1.30 
a2.38 
b1.39 

– 
a1.30 
a2.38 
b1.39 

– 
a1.30 
a2.38 
b1.39 

Law and order

a1.30 
a2.38 
b1.39 

School and education

a1.30 
a2.38 
b1.39 

Refugees and 
immigration

a2.38 

b1.39 

a2.38 
b1.39 

a2.38 
b1.39 

a2.38 

a2.38 
b1.39 

a2.38 Elder care

The environment

Gender equality

Social welfare

Rural development

Taxes

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

– 

a1.30

a1.30

b1.39 

b1.39

National defense 

Foreign and 
security policy

Enterprise   

The EU

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

– 

– 

– 

– 

Variables for good and bad policy:

Employment: evsyss_c-v
The Swedish economy: evek_c-v
Health care: evsjuk_c-v
Law and order: evlag_c-v
School and education: evutb_c-v
Refugees and immigration: evflykt_c-v
The environment: evmiljo_c-v
Gender equality: evjamst_c-v
Social welfare: evsoc_c-v

Rural development: evgles_c-v 
Taxes: evskatt_c-v
Elder care: evald_c-v
National defense: evforsvar_c-v
Foreign policy: evutrikes_c-v
Enterprise: evforetag_c-v 
The EU: eveu_c-v

-1 = Mentions the party, the party has bad policy
0 = Does not mention the party
1 = Mentions the party, the party has good policy
. = Missing

Employment

The Swedish economy

Health care

+ 

+ 

+
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The economy
q68 
a1.31 
a2.35 
b1:-- 
b2:-- 
c3.35

What is your view on the current economic situation in Sweden? 

Very good Fairly good 
Neither good 

nor bad

a1.32 
a2.36 
b1:-- 
b2.36 
c3.36

Has the economic situation in Sweden improved, stayed the same or deteriorated, if you 
compare with the situation 12 months ago?

Improved a lot 
Somewhat 
improved 

Neither 
improved nor 
deteriorated

Somewhat 
deteriorated 

Deteriorated
 a lot

q69a The Swedish economy 
q69b Your own economic situation 
q69c The economy in your municipality

a1.33 
a2.37 
b1:-- 
b2:-- 
c3.37

How do you think that the economic situation in Sweden will change during the coming 12 
months? Will it improve, stay the same or deteriorate? 

Improve a lot 
Somewhat 
improve 

Neither 
improve nor 
deteriorate 

Fairly bad 

Somewhat 
deteriorate Deteriorate a lot 

q70a The Swedish economy
q70b Your own economic situation 

A1: A, B 
A2: A, B 
B2: A–C 
C3: A, B 

Very bad 

28



The Party Representatives
q71
q71_rf 

a1.34 
a2.40 
b1.41 
b2.43 
c3.38 

Who has been the Minister of Finance during the electoral period of 2014–2018?

Magdalena 
Andersson 

Anna 
Ekström 

Mikael 
Damberg 

Peter 
Hultqvist Do not know 

a1.35 
a2.41 
b1.42 
b2.44

Here is a list of names of different persons. Could you tell which party each of them 
belongs to?

V S C L M KD MP SD FI 
Other 
party Do not know 

q72a q72a_rf Paula Bieler 
q72b q72b_rf Anders Ygeman 
q72c q72c_rf Elisabeth Svantesson 
q72d q72d_rf Hanif Bali 
q72e q72e_rf Malin Björk 
q72f q72f_rf Michael Arthursson 

q72g q72g_rf Alice Bah Kuhnke 

a1.36 
a2.42 
b1.43 
b2.45

Do you know the name of one or more of the persons appearing on the party lists in your 
Parliamentary constituency for the parliamentary election?

q73a   Yes  No 

Which persons are they and which party do they belong to? 
State both first- and last name and the partisanships of each person

Name 1: Party: 

Name 2: Party: 

Swedish Politics
q74
q74_rf 

a1.37 
a2.44 
b1.44 
b2.46

Which political level has the primary responsibility for the healthcare?

The state 

The County
Administrative 

Boards

The regions/
counties 
councils The municipalities Do not know 

kandkann1_kod 
kandkann1_rf_kod. 1=correct, 
5=wrong. 

kandkann2_kod 
kandkann2_rf_kod. 1=correct, 
5=wrong. 

kandkann1_parti_kod 

kandkann2_parti_kod

..._rf: 1=correct, 0 =wrong

See coding scheme for 
code explanations
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q75
q75_rf 
a1.38 
a2.44 
b1.45 
b2.47

Which political level has the primary responsibility for the primary school? 

The state 

The County
Administrative 

Boards The municipalities 

The regions/
counties 
councils Do not know 

q76
q76_rf 
a1:-- 
a2:-- 
b1:-- 
b2.48

How high is the threshold for the preference vote in the parliamentary election? 

There is no 
threshold for 

the preference 
vote 4 percent 5 percent 8 percent Do not know 

q77 
a1.39 
a2.43 
b1.46 
b2.49

Below are a number of statements. Could you say which of them are true or false?

True 
statement 

False 
statement Do not know 

q77a 
The sickness benefit from Swedish Social Insurance Agency

is at the moment 90 percent of the wage/salary from the first   
   day of sick leave  

q77b The Swedish parliament has 349 members 
q77c   The interest rate set by the Swedish Central Bank is currently 

  above 4 percent
q77d Spain is a member of the EU
q77e 

q77f 

During the 2014 –2018 election period, Sweden had a 
 red-green two-party government

A party must get at least 6 percent of the votes in order to get 
     into the Swedish parliament 

q77g The value of the euro is today greater than 13 kronor/ euro 

q78
q78_rf 

a1.40 
a2.46 
b1.47 
b2.50

What was the unemployment rate in Sweden in May 2018? 

4,2 percent 6,2 percent 8,2 percent 10,2 percent Do not know 

q79
q79_rf 
a1.41 
a2.47 
b1.48 
b2.51

When did Sweden adopt the right to vote in national elections for women? 

1905 1921 1932 1974 Do not know 

q77b_rf

q77a_rf

q77c_rf

q77d_rf

q77e_rf

q77f_rf

q77g_rf

30



q80 
a1:--
a2.48 
b1:-- 
b2.52

Which party or parties currently are part of the ruling majority in the municipality you live in? 

Do not know 

Working life 
a1.42 
a2.49 
b1.49 
b2.53 
c1.44

To which of the groups do you currently belong? 
Multiple groups can be marked

q81a 
q81b 
q81c 
q81d 

q81e 

q81f 

Gainfully employed (also on sick leave or parental leave) 
Work/training in employment policy measures
Seeking work/unemployed
Old age pensioner/retired/agreement pensioner
Have sickness and activity compensation (former early 
   retirement pension, sickness allowances)
Student

q81g

a1.43 
a2.50 
b1.50 
b2.54 
c1.45

What is your occupation?
If you are not currently working, the question is concerning your former main occupation

Occupation: 

q82  Have never had an occupation  

q83 
a1.44 
a2.51 
b1.51 
b2.55 
c3.46

Which of the following occupational groups do you belong/belonged to? 

 White-collar worker
 White-collar worker with a leading organizational function
 White-collar worker with an executive function  
 Blue-collar worker
 Blue-collar worker with a leading function

Farmer: no employees  
Farmer: one or more employees 
Self-employed: no employees 
Self-employed: 1-9 employees 
Self-employed: 10 or more employees

 Other:

kommaj_rf 

q81_sing SNES18: Single variable q81_komb SNES18: Combination codes
1. Gainfully employed
2. Gainfully employed pensioner
3. Gainfully employed with sickness-/activity

compensation
4. Gainfully employed student
5. Work/training in employment policy measures
6. Seeking work/unemployed
7. Pensioner/agreement pensioner
8. Sickness/acitivity compensation
9. Student

10. Other

1. Gainfully employed (also on sick leave or parental leave)
2. Work/training in employment policy measures
3. Seeking work/unemployed
4. Old age pensioner/retired/agreement pensioner
5. Have sickness and activity compensation (former early

retirement pension, sickness allowances)

6. Student
7. Other

Other:

See coding scheme for 
code explanations
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q84 
a1.45 
a2.52 
b1.52 
b2.56 
c3.47

Is/was your employment for an indefinite or fixed term?

Permanently 
employment 

Time-limited 
employment 

I am self- 
employed 

q85 
a1.46 
a2.53 
b1.53 
b2.57 
c1.48

On average, how many hours do/did you work per week? 

Full time 
Part time, at least
15 hours a week 

Part time, less than
15 hours a week

q86 
a1.47 
a2.54 
b1.54 
b2.58 
c1.49

Do you work/ did you work in the public or private sector? 

State service 
Local government 

service 
Regional government

service Private sector 
Non-profit organization or 

foundation 

q87 
a1.48 
a2.55 
b1.55 
b2.59 
c1.51

Are you a member of any trade union or organization for entrepreneurs or any other 
professionalorganization?

Yes (State the entire name): 

No

Finally, a few questions about yourself
When we put together the results from the election survey, the answers are presented for different 

groups. Therefore, we need to ask you some final questions.

q88 
a1.49 
a2.56 
b1.56 
b2.60 
c1.52

Are you:

Female Male 

q89 
a1.50 
a2.57 
b1.57 
b2.61 
c1.53

In which year were you born? 

Year: 

fackforb_kod 
See coding scheme for 
code explanations
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a1.51 
a2.58 
b1.58 
b2.62 
c3.54

Where have you, your father and your mother primarily grown up?

q90a q90b q90c 
You Your father Your mother 

Countryside in Sweden

Small town in Sweden

City or larger town in Sweden

Stockholm, Gothenburg or Malmö

Another Nordic country

Another country in Europe

Country outside of Europe

q91 
a1.52 
a2.59 
b1.59 
b2.63 
c1.55

In which type of area do you live? 

Larger town 
Small town 
Countryside 

Large city: city centre  
Large city: outer area/suburb 
City: city centre

City: outer area/suburb

q92 
a1.53 
a2.60 
b1.60 
b2.64 
c3.56

Do you or someone else in your household, own or rent the property where you currently live? 

Owned property First hand rental contract Second hand rental contract 

q93 
a1.54 
a2.61 
b1.61 
b2.65 
c1.57

If you were to describe your current home, which of the categories below would you consider 
as the most appropriate? 

Working-class home   Other: 
Farmer home 

White-collar middle-class home
White-collar higher middle-class home/academic home
Entrepreneur home
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q94 
a1.55 
a2.62 
b1.62 
b2.66 
c1.58

What is your marital status?

Single Cohabitant 
Married/ 

Partnership 
Widow/ 
widower 

a1.56 
a2.63 
b1.63 
b2.67 
c1.59

If you were to describe your current home, which of the alternatives below suits you the best? 

q95a Yes No I live alone

I live with / regularly share my household with:    One adult q95ba

Several adults q95bb

q95bc

If you regularly share your household with children, how many and in which ages are they?
q95da q95db q95dc q95dd

0-3 years 4-6 years 7-15 years 16-18 years

q95c
Number of 
children: aged: 

q96 
a1.57 
a2.64 
b1.64 
b2.68 
c3.60

Are you currently studying for a degree or a vocational qualification? 

Yes, full time Yes, part time No 

q97 
a1.58 
a2.65 
b1.65 
b2.69 
c1.61

Which is your highest level of education? 

Not completed primary school (or equivalent school)
Primary school (or corresponding compulsory school)
Studies at upper secondary school, folk high-school, junior secondary school (or equivalent)
Degree from upper secondary school, folk high-school, junior secondary school (or equivalent)
Tertiary education, not college/university
Studies at college/university
Degree from college/university
Studies or degree from postgraduate education

Other education:

One or several children
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q98 
a1.59 
a2.66 
b1.66 
b2.70 
c1.42

What is the rough estimate of the combined annual income before taxes of all individuals in 
your household? (pensions, student grants etc. included).

400 001 – 500 000 
500 001 – 600 000 
600 001 – 700 000 

100 000 or less 
100 001 – 200 000 
200 001 – 300 000 
300 001 – 400 000 700 001 – 800 000 

800 001 – 900 000 
900 001 – 1 000 000 
1 000 001 – 1 100 000 
More than 1 100 000 

q99 
a1:-- 
a2.67 
b1:-- 
b2:--

According to your assessment, how likely or unlikely is it that your standard of living will 
improve over the next ten years?

Very 
likely 

Fairly
likely 

Not very 
likely 

Not at all 
likely 

a1.60 
a2.68 
b1.67 
b2.71 
c3.63

How often have you been doing the following activities during the past 12 months? 

Never

Some 
occasion 
during the 

past 12 
months 

Several 
times a 
week

q100a Attended worship or religious meeting 
q100b Traded on the stock market
q100c Discussed politics
q100d Socialised with friends
q100e Driven a car
q100f Eaten meat
q100g Donated money to a humanitarian
            organization
q100h Taken part in a demonstration
q100i Traveled abroad
q100j Taken contact with a politician

A1: A-C, E, G, H, J 
A2: A-J 
B1: A-C, E, G-J  
B2: A-C, E, G-J 
C3: A–C, E, G–J  

Some 
occasion 
during the 

past 6 
months 

Some 
occasion 
during the 

past 3 
months 

Some 
occasion 
during the 
past month

Some 
occasion 
during the 

week
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q101 
a1.61 
a2.69 
b1.68 
b2.72 
c3.64

In order to save your time and to not ask more questions than necessary, we have the opportunity 
to supplement your answers with data already available at Statistics Sweden (SCB). If you would 
like to use this opportunity, we will need your consent.

I leave consent to supplement my answers with already available data from SCB.
I do not leave any consent to supplement my answers with already available data from SCB. 

Thank you for answering the survey!
We, who have been working with the Swedish National Election Survey, would like to thank you for 

your participation. The survey results contribute to the society as a whole and are continuously 
published in scientific reports, articles and books. 

Please do not forget to mail the survey. Your gift card will arrive by mail soon!

36



 Questions in the follow up questionnaire

The national election 2018
q200 
u.1

Which party did you vote for in the parliamentary election this year?

Left Party (V)
Social Democrats (S) 
Centre Party (C) 
The Liberals (L) 
Moderate Party (M) 
Christian Democrats (KD) 
Green Party (MP) 
Sweden Democrats (SD) 
Feminist Initiative (FI)
Other party (state which):

q201 
u.2

It is possible to preference vote by putting a cross ahead of one of the candidates on the 
ballot. Did you use the opportunity to preference vote in the parliamentary election?

 Yes
 No
 I did not vote in the parliamentary election 

u.3

If you preference voted, do you remember the name of the person that you put a cross for in 
the parliamentary election?

Name: 

q203 
u.4

When did you decide which party you would like to vote for in this year’s parliamentary election?

I decided during the last week before the election day 
I decided earlier, during the fall or summer 
I knew all along how I were to vote 
I did not vote in this year’s parliamentary election

q204 
u.5

Did you vote early in this year’s parliamentary election? If you did vote early, did you do it during 
the last week before the election or did you vote even earlier during the election campaign?

Yes, I voted early during the last week before the election day 
Yes, I voted early even earlier during the election campaign 
No, I voted in a polling station on the election day 
No, I did not vote in this year’s parliamentary election

u_annparti_pvr_txt

u_personval_kod

Blank 
Did not vote

See coding scheme for 
code explanations
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q205 
u.6

How easy or difficult was it for you to choose a party in this year’s parliamentary election? 

Very 
easy 

Somewhat 
easy 

Neither 
difficult nor 

easy 
Somewhat 

difficult 
Very 

difficult 
Did not vote in the 

parliamentary election 

u.7
Why did you vote as you did in the 2018 parliamentary election?
If you did not vote, please tell us why you abstained from voting

Municipal- and County Council-/Regional Elections 2018
q207a 
u.8a

Which party did you vote for in this 
year’s Municipal council election?

q207b 
u.8b

Left Party
Social Democrats
Centre Party
The Liberals
Moderate Party
Christian Democrats
Green Party
Sweden Democrats
Feminist Initiative
Other party (state which): 

Which party did you vote for in this year’s 
County/Regional -Council election?

Blank 
Did not vote 

Blank 
Did not vote 

u_skalparti1_kod 
u_skalparti2_kod 
u_skalparti3_kod

u_annparti_pvk_txt u_annparti_pvl_txt

Left Party
Social Democrats
Centre Party
The Liberals
Moderate Party
Christian Democrats
Green Party
Sweden Democrats
Feminist Initiative
Other party (state which): 

See coding scheme for 
code explanations
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The Election Campaign 2018
q208 Did you see the final party leader debate on TV4 the Thursday before the election day on 9th of

September?

 Yes, I saw the whole party leader debate 
 Yes, I saw parts of the party leader debate 
 No, I did not see the party leader debate 

q209 Did you see the final party leader debate on Swedish Television (SVT) on the Friday before the
election day on the 9th of September?

 Yes, I saw the whole party leader debate 
 Yes, I saw parts of the party leader debate 
 No, I did not see the party leader debate 

Before the election this year:
Yes, 

several 
times 

Yes, a 
few times No 

Did you read any election brochure or similar publications 
from any party? 
Did you visit any of the parties’ homepages on the Internet? 

Did you attend any election meeting or other event 
organised by a party? 

Did you get a personal visit to your home by any party? 

Were you telephoned by any party? 

Were you in personal contact with any election worker at 
your workplace? 

Did you see any of the parties’ advertisements on TV? 
Did you read any opinion-poll results? 

Did you read any parties’ election manifesto? 

And before the election this year:
Yes, 

several 
times 

Yes, a 
few times No 

Did you try to convince any member of your family, friend or 
other person to vote for a particular party? 

Did any member of your family or someone else in your 
immediate surrounding try to convince you to vote for a particular 
party? 

q210b

q210í

q210h

q210g

q210a

q210c

q210d

q210e

q210f

u.11

u.10

u.9

u.12

q211a

q211b

Did you try to convince any member of your family, friend or other 
person to vote in the election?

Did any member of your family or someone else in your 
immediate surrounding try to convince you to vote in the election? 

q211c

q211d

Yes, 
several 
times 

Yes, a 
few times No 
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q212a Before the election this year, did you any of the voting advice tests/political compass that
different media had on their websites, where you could test which party’s point of view you were 
closest to?

No, did no voter advice test 

Yes, a few ones 

Yes, several 

 Yes, it made a big difference 

 Yes, it made some difference 
 No, it made no difference 

q213 How much do you trust the media coverage of the election, in general?

Very high 
trust 

Somewhat high 
trust 

Neither high nor 
low trust 

Somewhat low 
trust 

Very low 
trust No opinion 

 During this year's election campaign, have you followed on the internet someone or something
of the following:

I do not use the internet    

No 
Yes, on 

Facebook 
Yes, on 
Twitter 

Yes, on 
Instagram 

Yes, via 
blog 

Yes, in 
another 

social media 
Any individual politicians 
Any individual party 

Any individual journalist 

Any individual news service 

How often have you done the following on the internet in connection with this year's election
campaign:

Several 
times/ 
day 

Once a 
day 

5-6 days
/week

3-4 days
/ week

1-2 days
/ week

Less 
often Never 

Taken part of news about politics? 

Taken part of information from the parties 
via social media such as Facebook, 
Twitter or Instagram? 
Taken part of a commercial or movie 
clips from the parties? 
Responded to a post by for example like 
or heart? 
Shared political information to friends in 
your networks? 
Written about politics, parties, politicians 
or the election? 
Commented on political issues or 
politicians in the comments field? 

u.13a

u.13b

q212b Did the results of the test play any role in how
you voted in this year's parliamentary elections?

u.14

q214aa q214ab q214ac q214ad q214ae q214af

q214ba q214bb q214bc q214bd q214be q214bf

q214ca q214cb q214cc q214cd q214ce q214cf

q214da q214db q214dc q214dd q214de q214df

u.15

q215b

q215c

q215d

q215a

q215e

q215f

q215g

u.16

q214
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When you think of this year’s election campaign, how well do the following fit your opinion?
Very 
well 

Somewhat 
well 

Not very 
well 

Not at all 
well No opinion 

Interesting and exciting 
Too much party bickering 

Too conflicted and aggressive 
Clear differences between the parties 

Too concentrated on the party leaders 

Factual and informative 
Difficult to understand election debate 
in the media 
Other: 

Do you think that media has benefited or disadvantaged one or several of the parties during this
year’s election campaign?

Has benefited 
from the media 

Has neither 
benefited nor been 

disadvantaged 

Has been 
disadvantaged in the 

media 

Centre Party 
Moderate Party 

Left Party 

The Liberals 

Social Democrats 

Green Party 

Christian Democrats 

Sweden Democrats 

Feminist Initiative 

Finally
q218 How much do you trust the Swedish politicians in general?

Very high trust Somewhat high trust Somewhat low trust Very low trust 

q219 It is sometimes thought that the parties are organised from left to right according to political
position. If you use the following scale, where on the scale would you place yourself?

  Far to 
 the left 

Neither to the left 
nor to the right 

     Far to 
      the right 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

u.17

q216a

q216b

q216c

q216d

q216e

q216f

q216g

q216h

q217a

q217b

q217c

q217d

q217e

q217f

q217g

q217h

q217i

u.19

u.18

u.20
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q220 How do you think that the Social Democrats and the Green Party have performed as governing
parties since the 2014 election?

   Bad 
Neither good nor 

bad Good 
-5 -4 -3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3 +4 +5

And what is your opinion on the following proposals?

Very 
good 

proposal 

Somewhat 
good 

proposal 

Neither 
good 

nor bad 
proposal 

Somewhat 
bad  

proposal 

Very 
bad 

proposal 

Finally, are you satisfied with your party choice in the parliamentary election or do you regret
that you voted for the party that you did?

I am satisfied with my party choice

I am not satisfied with my party choice. I should have voted for:

V S C L M KD MP SD FI 

 Other party (state which): 

I should have voted blank  
I should not have voted at all 

I did not vote in the parliamentary elections 

Reduce the income differences in society 

Increase the severity of prison sentences for criminals 

Accept fewer refugees into Sweden 
Profiting should not be allowed within tax-financed 
healthcare, education nor social services   

Sweden should apply for membership in NATO 

Reduce the defence expenditures 

Raise fuel taxes 

Raise the unemployment allowance 

Lower the Swedish aid to developing countries 
Sweden should adopt the Euro as currency 
Raise flight taxes 

u.21

u.22

q221e

q221j

q221i

q221h

q221g

q221f

q221k

q221c

q221b

q221a

q221d

q222a

q222b

u_annparti_ejnojd_txt

u.23
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Society and Politics 
The introductory questions of the survey are asked to voters in over 50 countries. 

q300 In general, how interested are you in in politics?    

Very interested 
Somewhat 
interested 

Not very 
interested 

Not interested at 
all 

q301  How closely do you follow politics via TV, Radio, newspaper or internet? 

Very closely 
Somewhat 

closely Not very closely Not closely at all 

q302  What are your opinion to this following statement? 

Entirely 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Entirely 
disagree 

You comprehend the country’s most important 
political issues 

Questions in the CSES-survey

 And what are your opinion to these following statements? 

Entirely 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Entirely 
disagree 

q303a Most politicians does not care about the people 

q303b Most politicians can be trusted   

q303c The politicians are the biggest problem in Sweden 

q303d There is at least one party that always tries to 
protect my interests 

 
q303e 

 To have a strong leader is good for Sweden, 
even if the leader stretches the rules in order to get 
things done 

q303f The people and not the politicians should make 
the most important political decisions 

q303g Most politicians only care about the interests 
of the rich and powerful 

q303h Poor people should have larger influence 

 What is your opinion to the following statements? 

Entirely 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Entirely 
disagree 

q304a Ethnic minorities should adapt to Sweden’s way of

q304b 

q304c 

life 
Immigrants are generally good for Swedish 
economy  
Sweden’s culture is generally harmed by 
immigrants 

c.1

c.2

c.3

c.4

c.5
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How important do you think each of the following aspects are to be Swedish? Sometimes it is discussed whether certain aspects are important for being tru
 
ly Swedish.

Very 
important 

Somewhat 
important 

Not very 
important 

Not important 
at all 

q305a To have been born in Sweden 

q305b To have lived in Sweden for most of one’s life 

q305c To be able to speak Swedish 

q305d To be Christian 
 

q305e 
 

To respect Swedish institutions and laws 

q305f To feel Swedish 

q305g To have Swedish ancestry 

q306 How widespread do you think corruption such as bribe taking is among politicians in Sweden? 

Very 
widespread 

Somewhat 
widespread 

Not very 
widespread 

Not widespread 
at all 

q307.  Some people think that the government should cut taxes even if it means spending less on
social services such as health and education. Other people feel that the government should 
spend more on social services such as health and education even if it means raising taxes.  

Where would you place yourself on the following scale? 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

q308  How do you think that the Social Democrats and the Green Party have performed as governing 
parties during the 2014–2018 election period? 

Very good Good Bad Very bad 

Gover  nment shou ld 
decreas e taxes   and 

spend les s on ser vices 

 Gov ernm  ent shou ld 
 incr ease t axes an d 
 spend m or  e on ser vices 

q309a  Would you say that any of the parties in Sweden represent your views reasonably well?

q309b Which party represents your views best?  Yes 
 No   The Left Party 

 The Social Democrats 
 The Centre Party 
 The Liberals 
 The Conservative Party 
 The Christian Democrats 
 The Green Party 
 The Sweden Democrats 
 Feminist Initiative 
 Other party (State which): 

c.6

c.7

c.8

c.9

c.10a

c.10b

annparti_repr_txt
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q310  How do you think that the economic situation in Sweden has change during the past 12 months? 

Improved 
a lot 

Somewhat 
improved 

Neither 
improved nor 
deteriorated 

Somewhat 
deteriorated 

Deteriorated a 
lot 

The 2018 Election
q311a Did you vote in this year’s Parliamentary election? 

q311b. Which party have you voted for in the Parliamentary 
election?  Yes 

 No  

 Do not want to answer 

 The Left Party 
 The Social Democrats 
 The Centre Party 
 The Liberals 
 The Conservative Party 
 The Christian Democrats 
 The Green Party 
 The Sweden Democrats 
 Feminist Initiative 
 Other party (State which): 

 Blank vote 

 Do not want to answer 

annparti_pvr_txt

q312  It is possible to preference vote by putting a cross ahead of one of the candidates on the ballot. 
Did you use the opportunity to preference vote in the parliamentary election? 

 Yes 
 No 
 I did not voted in this year’s Parliamentary election 

If you preference voted, do you remember the name of the person that you voted for in the 
parliamentary election? 

Name: 

q313  When did you decide which party you would like to vote for in this year’s parliamentary election? 

 I decided during the last week before the election day 
 I decided earlier, during the fall or summer 
 I knew all along how I were to vote 
 I did not vote in this year’s parliamentary election 

personval_kod 

c.11

c.12a

c.12b

c.13

c.14

c.15

See coding scheme for 
code explanations
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 Yes, I voted early during the last week before the election day 
 Yes, I voted early, even earlier during the election campaign 
 No, I voted in a polling station on the election day 

 No, I did not vote in this year’s parliamentary election 

The 2014 Election
q315a Did you vote in the 2014 Parliamentary election? 

q315a. Which party did you vote for in the 2014 Parliamentary 
election? 

 Yes 
 No 
 Do not want to answer 
 Not eligible to vote in 2014 

 The Christian Democrats 
 The Green Party 
 The Sweden Democrats 
 Feminist Initiative 

 The Left Party 
 The Social Democrats 
 The Centre Party 
 The Liberals 
 The Conservative Party 

 Other party (State which): 

 Blank vote 
 Do not remember 
 Do not want to answer 

q316.  Some people say that no matter who people vote for, it will not make any difference to what 
happens. Others say that whom people vote for can make a big difference to what 
happens. Where would you place yourself on the following scale? 

1 2 3 4 5 

Whom peo ple vote for 
will not m ake any 

differ ence 

Whom peo ple vote for 
can mak e a big 

differ ence 

annparti_2014_txt 

q314 Did you vote early in this year’s parliamentary election? If you did vote early, did you do it 
during the last week before the election or did you vote even earlier during the election 

c.16 campaign?

c.17a
c.17b

c.18
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Parties and Leaders
 Where would you like to place the following parties on the scale below? 

   
  

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
q317a The Centre Party 
q317b The Conservative Party 
q317c The Left Party 
q317d The Liberals

q317e The Social Democrats 
q317f The Green Party 
q317g The Christian Democrats 

q317h The Sweden Democrats 

q317i   Feminist Initiative

Strongly 
dislike 

Strongly 
like 

 If you were to use the same scale for the party leaders, where would you then place: 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
q318a Annie Lööf 
q318b Ulf Kristersson 
q318c Jonas Sjöstedt 
q318d Jan Björklund 

q318e Stefan Löfven 
q318f Gustav Fridolin 
q318g Isabella Lövin 
q318h Ebba Busch Thor 

q318i Jimmie Åkesson 
q318j Gudrun Schyman 

Str  ongly 
dis like 

Strongl y 
lik  e 

c.19

c.20
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 In politics, people sometimes refer to left and right. Where do you place the parties on a scale 
from 0 to 10, where 0 means left and 10 means right? 

 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
q319a The Liberals 
q319b The Social Democrats 
q319c The Conservative Party 
q319d The Left Party 

q319e The Centre Party 
q319f The Green Party 
q319g The Christian Democrats 

q319h The Sweden Democrats 
q319i Feminist Initiative 

q320  Where do you place yourself on the scale? 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Left Right 

Partisanship
q321a Do you think of yourself as close to a particular party? 

 Yes  
  No 

q321b Is there a party that you consider yourself closer to than any of the other parties? 

 Yes 
 No 

q321c Which party do you feel closest to? 

The Left Party (V) 

The Social Democrats (S) 

The Centre Party (C) 
The Liberals (L) 

The Conservative Party (M) 

The Christian Democrats (KD) 

The Green Party (MP) 

The Sweden Democrats (SD) 
Feminist Initiative (FI) 
Other party (State which): 

q321d And how close do you feel to this party? 
 Very close 

Somewhat close 

Not very close 

annparti_pa_cses_txt 

c.21

c.23a

c.22

c.23b

c.23c

c.23d
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q323  Is there any party that you would never vote for? 

V S C L M KD MP SD FI 

 Other party (State which): 
No 
Do not know 

Elections and Democracy
q324  In general, how satisfied are you with the way the democracy is functioning in Sweden? 

Very 
satisfied 

Somewhat 
satisfied 

Not particularly 
satisfied 

Not satisfied 
at all 

No 

annparti_aldrig_txt

1 2 3 4 5 

Yes, several 
times 

Yes, a few 
times No 

 Before the election this year: 

q326a Did you try to convince any member of your family, friend or 
       other person to vote in the election? 

q326b Did any member of your family or someone else in your 
immediate surrounding try to convince you to vote in the 
election? 

q327 According to your assessment, how good is your knowledge of politics?

Very good Somewhat good Not very good Not good at all 

This year’  s election 
was conducted in an 

unfair way 

This year’s el  ection was 
conducted in a 

 fair way 

q322  Are you a member of a political party or any other political organisation? 

c.24 Yes (State which): partimedl_kod

c.25

c.26

q325 In some countries, people consider the conduction of elections as unfair. In other countries, 
people consider the conduction of elections as fair. In reference to the recent Parliamentary 

c.27 Swedish election, where would you place yourself on the following scale?

c.28

c.29

See coding scheme for 
code explanations
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 What is your opinion to these following statements? 

Entirely 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Entirely 
disagree 

q328a You are as informed about politics as most people

q328b You are sufficiently qualified to participate in politics

q328c You could do as good as a politician as most other 
 people

q328d You often feel that you have small influence over 
what happens to you 

q328e When planning something, you are almost certain 
 that you are able to accomplish it 

Political Issues

Very good 
proposal 

Fairly 
good 

proposal 

Neither 
good nor 

bad 
proposal 

Fairly bad 
proposal 

Very bad 
proposal 

 What is your opinion on the following proposals? 

q329a Lower the taxes 
q329b Reduce income disparities in society 
q329c More privately-run healthcare services

q329d Increase the severity of prison sentences for criminals 

q329e Accept fewer refugees into Sweden 

 And what is your opinion on the following proposals? 

Very good 
proposal 

Somewhat
good 

proposal 

Neither 
 good nor 

bad 
proposal 

Somewhat 
bad 

proposal 
Very bad 
proposal 

q330a 
Profiting should not be allowed within tax-financed 
healthcare, education nor social services   

q330b Raise the unemployment allowance 
q330c Reduce defence expenditures 
q330d Ban begging 

q330e Sweden should apply for membership in NATO 
q330f Sweden should adopt the Euro as currency 
q330g Raise fuel taxes 

q330h Increase financial support to immigrants so they 
can preserve their own culture 

c.30

c.31

c.32
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q331  In general, what is your attitude to the EU?

Very 
positive 

Somewhat 
positive 

Neither 
positive nor 

negative 
Somewhat 
negative 

Very 
negative No opinion 

 Below is a list with proposals of different kinds of societies some people think we should aim for 
in the future in Sweden. What do you think about these proposals? 

      
     
 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
q322a Aim for an environmentally friendly 
society even if it means lowered material 
standard of living 

q322b Aim for a multicultural society with a 
great tolerance towards people from other 
countries with other religions and ways of 
life 

q322c Aim for a society where the rights of 
homo-, bi-and transsexuals are 
strengthened 

q322d Aim for a society where power is 
reallocated from men as a group to 
women as a group 

q322e Aim for a society where civic 
organisations and voluntary actions pay a 
greater role 

Very bad 
proposal 

Neither good nor 
bad proposal 

Very good 
proposal 

The Economy
q333  What is your view on the current economic situation in Sweden? 

Very good Somewhat good 
Neither good 

nor bad Somewhat bad Very bad 

 Has the economic situation in Sweden improved, stayed the same or deteriorated, if you 
compare with the situation 12 months ago? 

Improved 
a lot 

Somewhat 
improved 

Neither 
improved nor 
deteriorated 

Somewhat 
deteriorated 

Deteriorated 
a lot 

q334a The Swedish economy 
q334b Your own economic situation 

 How do you think that the economic situation in Sweden will change during the coming 12 
months? Will it improve, stay the same or deteriorate? 

Improved 
a lot 

Somewhat 
improved 

Neither 
improved nor 
deteriorated 

Somewhat 
deteriorated 

Deteriorated 
a lot 

q335a The Swedish economy 
q335b Your own economic situation 

c.33

c.34

c.35

c.36

c.37
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 In your opinion, how has the economic growth, unemployment and inflation changed during the 
last 12 months? 

Has 
increased 

a lot 

Has 
increased 
somewhat 

Has neither 
increased 

nor decreased 

Has 
decreased 
somewhat 

Has 
decreased 

a lot 
q336a Economic growth in Sweden 
q336b Unemployment 
q336c Inflation 

q337  Would you say that income inequalities between rich and average households in Sweden today 
is larger, smaller or about the same as they were twenty years ago? 

A lot 
larger 

Somewhat 
larger 

About the 
 same 

Somewhat 
smaller 

Much 
smaller 

Entirely 
agree 

Somewhat 
agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Somewhat 
disagree 

Entirely 
disagree 

Large incomes to a few contributes to higher 
economic growth, which benefits society as 
a whole   

  In Sweden today, some people have better jobs and higher incomes than others do. In your 
opinion, how important are the following explanations? 

Very 
important 

Somewhat 
important 

Not very 
important 

Not important 
at all 

q339a 
Some people do not have the opportunity to 
get a good education 

q339b Some people have not worked hard enough 

q339c Some people have a higher, innate capacity 

q339d 

q339e 

Current policies are beneficial to high-income 
earners 
In a globalised economy, some companies pay 
higher wages to some people 

q340  What is the rough estimate of the combined annual income before taxes of all individuals in your 
household? (pensions, student grants etc. included).

100 000 or less 
100 001 – 200 000 

200 001 – 300 000 

300 001 – 400 000 

400 001 – 500 000 
500 001 – 600 000 

600 001 – 700 000 

700 001 – 800 000 

800 001 – 900 000 
900 001 – 1 000 000 

1 000 001 – 1 100 000 

More than 1 100 000 

q341  In your opinion, how many households in Sweden do you think have a higher income than your 
own household does? 

0-20
per cent 

20-40
per cent

40-60
per cent

60-80
per cent

80-100
per cent

c.38

c.39

q338  What are your opinion to this following statement? 
c.40

c.41

c.42

c.43
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Working Life 
        Which of the groups do you currently belong to? 

Multiple groups can be marked 
q342a 
q342b 
q342c 
q342d 
q342e 

q342f 

Gainfully employed (also on sick leave or parental leave) 
Work/training in employment policy measures 
Seeking employment/unemployed 
Old age pensioner/retired/agreement pensioner
Have sickness and activity compensation (former early 
  retirement pension, sickness allowances) 
Student

q342g Other: 

q343  What is your occupation? 
If you are not currently working, the question is concerning your former main occupation 

 Have never had an occupation       

Occupation: 

q344  Which of the following occupational groups do you belong/belonged to? 

 Farmer: no employees
 Farmer: one or more employees
 Self-employed: no employees 
 Self-employed: 1-9 employees 
 Self-employed: 10 or more employees 

 White-collar worker 
 White-collar worker with a leading organizational function  
 White-collar worker with an executive function 
 Blue-collar worker 

 Blue-collar worker with a leading function

 Other:

q345  Is/was your employment for an indefinite or fixed term?
Permanently 
employment 

Time-limited 
employment 

I am 
self-employed 

q346  On average, how many hours do/did you work per week? 

Full 
 time 

Part time,  
at least 15 hours 

 a week 

Part time,  
less than 15 hours 

a week 

q347  Do you work/ did you work in the public or private sector? 

State 
service 

Local 
government 

service 

Regional 
government 

service 
Private 
sector 

Non-profit 
organization or 

foundation 

c.44

c.45

c.46

c.47

c.48

c.49
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q348  How would you estimate the likeliness of becoming unemployed during the following 12 
months? 

Very 
likely 

Somewhat 
likely 

Neither likely 
nor unlikely 

Somewhat 
unlikely 

Very 
unlikely Not working 

q349  Are you a member of any trade union or organisation for entrepreneurs or any other professional 
organisation? 

Yes (State the entire name): 

No 

 Finally, a few questions about yourself 

Male 

 Where have you, your father and your mother primarily grown up? 

q352a 
 You 

q352b 
Your father 

q352c 
Your mother 

On the countryside in Sweden 

In a small urban area in Sweden 

In a city or larger urban area in Sweden 
In Stockholm, Gothenburg or Malmö 

In another country in the Nordics 
In another country in Europe 
In another country outside of Europe 

Large town 
Small town 

Countryside 

Large city: outer area/suburb 

City: city centre 

City: outer area/suburb 

q354  Do you or someone else in your household, own or rent the property where you currently live? 

Owns property (include co-
operative apartment) 

First-hand  
rental contract 

Second-hand  
rental contract or lodger 

c.50

c.51

q350  Are you:
c.52 Female 

q351   In which year are you born? 

c.53 Year:

c.54

q353 In which type of area do you live? 

c.55 Large city: city centre 

c.56

See coding scheme for 
code explanations

fackforb_kod 
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q355  If you were to describe your current home, which of the categories below would you consider as 
the most suitable? 

Working-class home 
Farmer home 

White-collar middle-class home 

Higher white-collar home/academic home 
Entrepreneur home 

Other: 

q356  What is your marital status?

Single Cohabitant 
Married/ 

Partnership 
Widow/ 

Widower 

  If you were to describe your current home, which of the alternatives below suits you the best? 

q357a I live alone Yes No 

I live with / regularly share my household with: One adult q357ba 

Several adults q357bb 

One or several 
children q357bc 

If you regularly share your household with children, how many and in which ages are they? 
q357da 

0-3 years
q357db 

4-6 years
q357dc 

7-15 years
q357dd 

16-18 years

q357c Number of
children: 

Aged: 

q358  Are you currently studying for a degree or a vocational qualification? 

Yes, full time Yes, part-time No 

q359  Which is your highest level of education? 

Not completed primary school (or equivalent school) 

 
Primary school (or corresponding compulsory school)  
Studies at upper secondary school, folk high-school, junior secondary school (or equivalent) 

 
Degree from upper secondary school, folk high-school, junior secondary school (or equivalent) 
Tertiary education, not college/university 
Studies at college/university 

 
Degree from college/university 
Studies or degree from postgraduate education 

Other (State which): 

c.57

c.58

c.59

c.60

c.61
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       How often in the last 12 months have you done the following? 

Never 

Sometime 
during the 

last 12 
months 

Sometime 
during the 

last 6 
months 

Sometime 
during the 

past 3 
months 

Sometime 
a month 

Sometime 
a week 

Several 
times a 
week 

q361a Taken part in worship or religious
meeting 

q361b Trading with stocks 
q361c Discussing politics 
q361d Driven a car 

q361e Donating money to a humanitarian
       organization 

q361f Taken part in a demonstration 
q361g Travelled abroad 
q361h Taken contact with a politician 

Yes, I consent to supplement my answers with available data from SCB.

No, I do not consent to supplement my answers with available data from SCB. 

No 

q360 Do you have a belief, creed or religious affiliation? 

c.62 Yes, (State which): tro_kod

c.63

q362  In order to save your time and not ask more questions than necessary, we have the opportunity 
to supplement your answers with data already available at Statistics Sweden (SCB). If you would 

c.64 like to use this opportunity, we will need your consent.

See coding scheme for 
code explanations
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Variables of analysis 

 

v7000 SNES18 Party Choice 2018 Riksdag (Validated with register data) 
    

1 Left Party . Missing – Non-response 
2 Social Democrats .b Missing – Voted blank 
3 Centre Party .h Missing – Skipped entire set of questions 
4 The Liberals .i Missing – Did not vote (according to register) 
5 Moderate Party .r Missing – Did not vote (according to own information) 
6 Christian Democrats .v Missing – Skipped question/do not know/do not remember 
7 Green Party .w Missing – Does not want to answer/refuses to answer 
8 Sweden Democrats   
9 Feminist initative   

10 Other Party   
    

v7000b SNES18 Party Choice 2018 Riksdag (Not validated with register data) 
    

1 Left Party . Missing – Non-response 
2 Social Democrats .b Missing – Voted blank 
3 Centre Party .h Missing – Skipped entire set of questions 
4 The Liberals .r Missing – Did not vote (according to own information) 
5 Moderate Party .v Missing – Skipped question/do not know/do not remember 
6 Christian Democrats .w Missing – Does not want to answer/refuses to answer 
7 Green Party   
8 Sweden Democrats   
9 Feminist initative   

10 Other Party   
    

v7001 SNES18 Party Choice 2018 K Municipality (Validated with register data) 
    

1 Left Party . Missing – Non-response 
2 Social Democrats .b Missing – Voted blank 
3 Centre Party .h Missing – Skipped entire set of questions 
4 The Liberals .i Missing – Did not vote (according to register) 
5 Moderate Party .r Missing – Did not vote (according to own information) 
6 Christian Democrats .v Missing – Skipped question/do not know/do not remember 
7 Green Party .w Missing – Does not want to answer/refuses to answer 
8 Sweden Democrats   
9 Feminist initative   

10 Other Party   
    

v7001b SNES18 Party Choice 2018 K Municipality (Not validated with register data) 
    

1 Left Party . Missing – Non-response 
2 Social Democrats .b Missing – Voted blank 
3 Centre Party .h Missing – Skipped entire set of questions 
4 The Liberals .r Missing – Did not vote (according to own information) 
5 Moderate Party .v Missing – Skipped question/do not know/do not remember 
6 Christian Democrats .w Missing – Does not want to answer/refuses to answer 
7 Green Party   
8 Sweden Democrats   
9 Feminist initative   

10 Other Party   
    

v7002 SNES18 Party Choice 2018 L County (Validated with register data) 
    

1 Left Party . Missing – Non-response 
2 Social Democrats .b Missing – Voted blank 
3 Centre Party .h Missing – Skipped entire set of questions 
4 The Liberals .i Missing – Did not vote (according to register) 
5 Moderate Party .r Missing – Did not vote (according to own information) 
6 Christian Democrats .v Missing – Skipped question/do not know/do not remember 
7 Green Party .w Missing – Does not want to answer/refuses to answer 
8 Sweden Democrats   
9 Feminist initative   

10 Other Party   
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v7002b SNES18 Party Choice 2018 L County (Not validated with register data) 
    

1 Left Party . Missing – Non-response 
2 Social Democrats .b Missing – Voted blank 
3 Centre Party .h Missing – Skipped entire set of questions 
4 The Liberals .r Missing – Did not vote (according to own information) 
5 Moderate Party .v Missing – Skipped question/do not know/do not remember 
6 Christian Democrats .w Missing – Does not want to answer/refuses to answer 
7 Green Party   
8 Sweden Democrats   
9 Feminist initative   

10 Other Party   
    

v7005 SNES18 Turnout 2018 Riksdag (Survey data, not validated) 
    

0 Did not vote . Missing – Non-response 
1 Voted .h Missing – Skipped entire set of questions 
  .v Missing – Skipped question/do not know/do not remember 
  .w Missing – Does not want to answer/refuses to answer 
    

v7006 SNES18 Turnout 2014 Riksdag (Survey data, not validated) 
    

0 Did not vote . Missing – Non-response 
1 Voted .e Missing – Not applicable 
  .h Missing – Skipped entire set of questions 
  .v Missing – Skipped question/do not know/do not remember 
    

v7007 SNES18 Turnout 2018 Riksdag (Register data) 
    

0 Did not vote . Missing 
1 Voted   
    

v7007b SNES18 Turnout 2018 Riksdag (Register data and survey data) 
    

0 Did not vote . Missing 
1 Voted   
    

v7008 SNES18 Turnout 2018 Municipality (Register data) 
    

0 Did not vote . Missing 
1 Voted   

    

v7009 SNES18 Turnout 2018 County (Register data) 
    

0 Did not vote . Missing 
1 Voted   
    

v7010 SNES18 Preferential vote 2018 (Validated with register data) 
    

0 Did not cast a personal vote . Missing – Non-response 
1 Did cast a personal vote .i Missing – Did not vote (according to register) 
  .v Missing – Skipped question/do not know/do not remember 
    

v7011 SNES18 Party choice 2018: Time of decision (Validated with register data) 
    

1 I decided during the last week . Missing – Non-response 
2 I decided earlier during the autumn .i Missing – Did not vote (according to register) 
3 I have known for a long time what I would vote .r Missing – Did not vote (according to own information) 
  .v Missing – Skipped question/do not know/do not remember 
    

v7012 SNES18 Early voting 2018 (Validated with register data) 
    

1 Yes, I voted early during the last week . Missing – Non-response 
2 Yes, I voted early during the election campaign .i Missing – Did not vote (according to register) 
3 No, I voted at the polls during election day .r Missing – Did not vote (according to own information) 
  .v Missing – Skipped question/do not know/do not remember 

    

v7013 
SNES18 Vote-splitting – Riksdag-municipality 2018 (v7000-v7001, validated with 
register data) 

    
0 Did not cast a split-ticket vote . Missing – Non-response 
1 Did cast a split-ticket vote   
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v7015 
SNES18 Vote-splitting – Riksdag-county 2018 (v7000-v7002, validated with register 
data) 

    
0 No . Missing – Non-response 
1 Yes   
    

v7017 
SNES18 Vote-splitting – Municipality-county 2018 (v7001-v7002, validated with 
register data) 

    
0 No . Missing – Non-response 
1 Yes   
    

v7020 SNES18 Party identification: party 
    

1 Left Party . Missing – Non-response 
2 Social Democrats .v Missing – Skipped question/do not know/do not remember 
3 Centre Party   
4 The Liberals   
5 Moderate Party   
6 Christian Democrats   
7 Green Party   
8 Sweden Democrats   
9 Feminist initative   

10 Other Party   
    

v7021 SNES18 Party identification: strength 
    

1 Convinced supporter . Missing – Non-response 
2 Supporter   
3 Party preference only   
4 No party preference   
    

v7022 SNES18 Vote intention 
    

1 Left Party . Missing – Non-response 
2 Social Democrats .b Missing – Voted blank 
3 Centre Party .h Missing – Skipped entire set of questions 
4 The Liberals .v Missing – Skipped question/do not know/do not remember 
5 Moderate Party   
6 Christian Democrats   
7 Green Party   
8 Sweden Democrats   
9 Feminist initative   

10 Other Party   
    

v7030 
SNES18 Party Choice 2014 Riksdag (Survey data from 2014 and 2018, validated with 
register data) 

    
1 Left Party . Missing – Non-response 
2 Social Democrats .b Missing – Voted blank 
3 Centre Party .i Missing – Did not vote (according to register) 
4 The Liberals .l Missing – No explanation 
5 Moderate Party .r Missing – Did not vote (according to own information) 
6 Christian Democrats .v Missing – Skipped question/do not know/do not remember 
7 Green Party   
8 Sweden Democrats   
9 Feminist initative   

10 Other Party   
    

v7031 
SNES18 Party Choice 2014 Riksdag (Survey data from 2014, validated with register 
data) 

    
1 Left Party . Missing – Non-response 
2 Social Democrats .b Missing – Voted blank 
3 Centre Party .i Missing – Did not vote (according to register) 
4 The Liberals .l Missing – No explanation 
5 Moderate Party .r Missing – Did not vote (according to own information) 
6 Christian Democrats .v Missing – Skipped question/do not know/do not remember 
7 Green Party   
8 Sweden Democrats   
9 Feminist initative   

10 Other Party   
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v7032 SNES18 Party Choice 2014 R (Survey data from 2018, not validated with register data) 
    

1 Left Party .  
2 Social Democrats .b Missing – Non-response 
3 Centre Party .e Missing – Not applicable 
4 The Liberals .h Missing – Skipped entire set of questions 
5 Moderate Party .r Missing – Did not vote (according to own information) 
6 Christian Democrats .v Missing – Skipped question/do not know/do not remember 
7 Green Party .w Missing – Does not want to answer/refuses to answer 
8 Sweden Democrats   
9 Feminist initative   

10 Other Party   

    
v7034 VU18 Constituency: code (Register data) 

    
1 Stockholm municipal constituency . Missing 
2 Stockholm county constituency   
3 Uppsala county constituency   
4 Södermanland county constituency   
5 Östergötland county constituency   
6 Jönköping county constituency   
7 Kronoberg county constituency   
8 Kalmar county constituency   
9 Gotland county constituency   

10 Blekinge county constituency   
11 Malmö municipal constituency   
12 Skåne county western constituency   
13 Skåne county southern constituency   
14 Skåne county northern and eastern constituency   
15 Halland county constituency   
16 Gothenburg municipal constituency   
17 Västra Götaland county western constituency   
18 Västra Götaland county northern constituency   
19 Västra Götaland county soutern constituency   
20 Västra Götaland county eastern constituency   
21 Värmland county constituency   
22 Örebro county constituency   
23 Västmanland county constituency   
24 Dalarna county constituency   
25 Gävleborg county constituency   
26 Västernorrland county constituency   
27 Jämtland county constituency   
28 Västerbotten county constituency   
29 Norrbotten county constituency   

    
v7100 SNES18 Sex (Register data) 

    
1 Man . Missing 
2 Woman   
    

v7200 SNES18 Age (Register data) 
    
 18–84 years . Missing 
    

v7201 SNES18 Age: 3-cut (Register data) 
    

1 18–30 years . Missing 
2 31–60 years   
3 61–84 years   
    

v7202 SNES18 Age: 7-cut (Register data) 
    

1 18–22 years . Missing 
2 23–30 years   
3 31–40 years   
4 41–50 years   
5 51–60 years   
6 61–70 years   
7 71–84 years   
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v7300 SNES18 Education: Level. 3-cut (q97)

1 Primary and lower secondary school . Missing – Non-response 
2 Upper secondary school/Post-secondary .a Other 
3 University 

v7301 SNES18 Education: Level. 8-cut (q97)

1 Incomplete primary or lower secondary education (or equivalent compulsory school) . Missing – Non-response 
2 Degree from primary or lower secondary education (or equivalent compulsory school)  .a Other 
3 Studies at upper secondary school/Post-secondary  .v Missing – Skipped 
4 Degree from upper secondary school/Post-secondary  question/dnk/do not 
5 Post-secondary education, not college / university   remember 
6 Studies at college / university  
7 Degree from college / university 
8 Postgraduate education  

v7302 SNES18 Education: Level. 6-cut (Register data 2018)

1 Primary and lower secondary education, less than 9 years . Missing 
2 Primary and lower secondary education 9 (10) years  .v Missing – Skipped question/do not 
3 Upper secondary education  know/do not remember 
4 Post-secondary education, less than 2 years  
5 Post-secondary education, 2 years or longer  
6 Postgraduate education  

v7303 SNES18 Education: Area. 9-cut (Register data 2018)

0 General education . Missing 
1 Education science and teacher training .v Missing – Skipped question/do not 
2 Humanities and art  know/do not remember 
3 Social sciences 

4 
Natural sciences, mathematics and information and Communication 
Technologies (ICTs)  

5 Engineering, manufacturing and construction 
6 Agriculture and forestry; veterinary 
7 Health and welfare 
8 Services 

v7401 SNES18 Income: Earned income. 5-cut (Register data 2018)

1 Low income (0 – 65 300) . Missing 
2 Rather low income (65 400 – 226 900) 
3 Medium income (227 000 – 363 700) 
4 Rather high income (363 800 – 480 000) 
5 High income (480 100 - ) 

v7403 SNES18 Income: Declared income. 5-cut (Register data 2018)

1 Low income (0 – 61 600) . Missing 
2 Rather low income (61 700 – 228 100) 
3 Medium income (228 200 – 365 700) 
4 Rather high income (365 800 – 486 300) 
5 High income (486 400 - ) 

v7405 SNES18 Income: Disposable family income 5-cut (Register data 2018)

1 Low income (0 – 187 100) . Missing 
2 Rather low income (187 200 – 310 500) 
3 Medium income (310 600 – 556 400) 
4 Rather high income (556 500 – 778 400) 
5 High income (778 500 - ) 
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v7500 VU18 Sampling county: code (register 2018) 
    

1 Stockholm county . Missing 
3 Uppsala county   
4 Södermanland county   
5 Östergötland county   
6 Jönköping county   
7 Kronoberg county   
8 Kalmar county   
9 Gotland county   

10 Blekinge county   
12 Skåne county   
13 Halland county   
14 Västra Götaland county   
17 Värmland county   
18 Örebro county   
19 Västmanland county   
20 Dalarna county   
21 Gävleborg county   
22 Västernorrland county   
23 Jämtland county   
24 Västerbotten county   
25 Norrbotten county     

    
v7504 SNES18 NUTS 1 

    
1 East of Sweden . Missing 
2 South of Sweden   
3 North of Sweden   
    

v7505 SNES18 NUTS 2 
    

1 Stockholm . Missing 
2 East Middle Sweden   
3 Småland and the islands   
4 South Sweden   
5 West Sweden   
6 North Middle Sweden   
7 Middle Norrland   
8 Upper Norrland   
    

v7506 SNES18 Rural-urban 
    

1 Rural area . Missing 
2 Small urban area   
3 Large town or city   
4 Stockhom, Gothenburg, Malmö   
    

v7507 SNES18 SKR municipality group: 3-cut 
    

1 Large cities and municipalities near large cities . Missing 
2 Medium-sized towns and municipalities near medium-sized towns   
3 Smaller towns/urban areas and rural municipalities   
    

v7508 SNES18 SKR municipality group: 9-cut 
    

1 Large cities . Missing 
2 Commuting municipalities near larger cities   
3 Medium-sized towns   
4 Commuting municipalities near medium-sized towns   
5 Commuting municipalities with a low commuting rate near medium-sized towns   
6 Small towns   
7 Commuting municipalities near small towns   
8 Rural municipalities   
9 Rural municipality with a visitor industry   
    

 
For definitions, see 
https://skr.se/en/skr/tjanster/kommunerochregioner/faktakommunerochregioner/kommungruppsindelning.2051.html  
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v7606 SNES18 SSYK 1 (Register data 2018 + survey data) 
    

0 Military professions . Missing 
1 The managerial profession   
2 Professions with requirements for in-depth university qualifications   
3 Professions with requirements for university qualifications or equivalent   
4 Professions in administration and customer service   
5 Service, care and sales professions   
6 Professions in mechanical manufacturing and transport, etc.   
7 Professions in construction and manufacturing   
8 Professions in mechanical manufacturing and transport, etc.   
9 Professions with requirements for shorter education or introduction   
    

v7607 SNES18 SSYK 1 (Register data 2018) 
    

1 The managerial profession . Missing 
2 Professions with requirements for in-depth university qualifications   
3 Professions with requirements for university qualifications or equivalent   
4 Professions in administration and customer service   
5 Service, care and sales professions   
6 Professions in mechanical manufacturing and transport, etc.   
7 Professions in construction and manufacturing   
8 Professions in mechanical manufacturing and transport, etc.   
9 Professions with requirements for shorter education or introduction   

    
v7700 SNES18 Union membership 

    
1 LO – The Swedish Trade Union Confederation . Missing – Non-response 
2 TCO – The Swedish confederation of Professional employees .e Missing – Not applicable 
3 Saco – The Swedish Confederation of Professional Associations .v Missing – Skipped question/do not know/ 
4 Enterprise Organizations/Employer organization  do not remember 
5 Non-union organization   
6 Agriculture organization   
7 Other non-union organization   
8 Foreign organization   
9 Other union organization   

995 Not a member   
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